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The Federally Administered Tribal Areas (FATA) lie at the top of the global 
security agenda.  Pakistan and the international community are actively 
debating policy options to deal with the FATA's development, governance 
and security needs.   Poverty, difficult terrain, a contested system of 
governance, cross-border tribal and ethnic connections with Afghanistan, 
Pashtun traditions and the presence of militants create a set of 
overlapping challenges. 
This poll is the second attempt to provide a better understanding of what 
local people want – allowing their views to influence the policy debate in 
Peshawar, Islamabad and overseas. The poll of 2,000 adults was 
conducted in seven tribal agencies and three Frontier Regions of the 
FATA.  The poll used proportionate stratified sampling, and included 
29.05% women. 
The key findings are:
Over 50% expressed dissatisfaction with life in FATA. Justice, education 
and health featured as the most important services the Government of 
Pakistan should be providing.  Just under half of our respondents viewed 
the religious clergy as trustworthy. 
On the status of FATA, 34% seek integration with the North West Frontier 
Province (NWFP), 23% preferred things as they are and 20% voiced a 
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preference for a separate province. Over 50% want the 'Political Parties 
Act' to be extended to the FATA. 
On terrorism and security, 36% thought negotiating with militant groups was 
the best way forward, whereas only 15% saw the use of military force as a 
viable option. Nearly 60% saw Islamic teaching as against suicide bombing. 
The cause of suicide attacks were described as: 'western influence' (51%), 
'unemployment' (28%), 'ignorance' (25%), 'lack of education' (21%) 'Al-
Qaeda' (13.3%). 
On human rights, a large proportion rejected practices which compromised 
women's rights such as honour killings (60%) and forced marriage (88%).  
Respondents ranked democracy, an independent judiciary, and violence by 
security forces respectively as important issues affecting human rights in 
Pakistan. 
Approximately 50% believed that Afghan refugees had negatively affected 
Pakistan's economy and undermined its security. 75% wanted to see Afghan 
refugees return to Afghanistan.
On foreign countries, while 60% wanted to emigrate from Pakistan, views of 
the US and UK are negative. 45% of respondents wished for Pakistan to be 
more like Saudi Arabia. 
03
SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008
04
05
Respondents’ Sources of Information











FRIENDS & FAMILY IN PAKISTAN
WORK COLLEAGUES
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FRIENDS & FAMILY  21  1.05
RADIO, TV  20  1
INTERNET  19  0.95
PRESS  19  0.95
PAK RADIO/ TV  18  0.9
BBC 12  0.6
Sources of Information Frequency Percent
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TABLEEGHI JAMA’AT  11 0.55 
FAMILY 10 0.5 
OTHERS 67 3.35 
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Which newspapers do you read regularly? (Multiple responses)
News Papers  Frequency  Percent 
MASHRIQ  563  



















































































































































































































































What TV Stations do you watch regularly? (Multiple responses)
TV Stations  Frequency  Percent 
PAKISTAN TELEVISION (PTV) 748  37.4
AVT KHYBER  334  16.7
AAJ TV  225  11.25
GEO  199  9.95
ATV  174  8.7
BBC  64  3.2
ARY  62  3.1
AL JAZEERA  39  1.95
CNN  36  1.8
STAR  35  1.75
HUM TV  34  1.7
OTHER 88  4.4
NONE 841 42.05
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Which Radio stations do you listen to regularly? (Multiple responses)
Radio Station  Frequency Percent
BBC PUSHTO  660  33
RADIO PAKISTAN  542  27.1
BBC URDU  492  24.6




























BBC ENGLISH 23 1.15
OTHER 276 3.55
NONE 322 16.1
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Governance and Politics
In general are you satisfied with life in FATA? 
Satisfied with life in FATA Frequency Percent
Satisfied  363  18.15
Dissatisfied  1099  54.95
Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied  350  17.5















Neither satisfied nor dissatisfied
Don't know
No opinion
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Which of the following are the most important services that the Government of Pakistan 
(GoP) should provide to your Agency / Frontier Region? (Multiple Responses)
Services GoP Should Provide Frequency Percent
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Do you have most contact with:
Mullahs 704  35.2
Political Agent 566  28.3












Contact Frequency Percent 
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Which of the following do you trust the most?
Trusted  Frequency Percent 
Mullahs  955  47.75
Political Agent  278  13.9
Pakistani Military 141  7.05
NGOs  101  5.05




Others  166 2.75
None 287 14.35
Total 2000 100
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53.35 36.85 7.95 1.55 0.2 0.05 0.05
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Response  Frequency Percent
Be fully integrated into the NWFP  680  34
Keep its current governing arrangements  468  23.4
Be subject to all Pakistani Laws  429  21.45










  Total 2000 100
Political Issues






Be fully integrated into the
NWFP
Keeps its current governing
arrangements
Be subject to all Pakistani Laws 
Be established as a separate
province of Pakistan
Others
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Should political parties be allowed to operate and organise in FATA?
Response  Frequency  Percent 
Yes  1264  63.2
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Would you like more opportunity to participate in  (Multiple responses)
Opportunity to participate in  Frequency Percent 
Citizen Forums to Discuss issues  801  40.05
Monitoring of Govt Service Delivery  423  21.15
Activities of Political Parties  336  16.8
Elections  316  15.8
Agency Councils  191  9.55
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Did you vote in the 2008 election?
Response  Frequency Percent  
Yes   
No   
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NA (did not vote or didn’t want to tell) 793 39.65
Total 2000 100
Note: Elections in the FATA are held on a non-party basis; but in the Frontier Regions 
there are party candidates.
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Do you think your vote made any difference?
Response  Frequency  Percent 
Yes 702  35.1
No 203  10.15
Don't Know 269  13.45
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Which living politician do you admire the most?








 Asif Ali Zardari
 
198






 Pir Noor ul Haq Qadri
 
62
 Qazi Hussain Ahmad
 
36
 Fazal ur Rehman
 
31
 Yousaf Raza Gillani
 
23
 Allama Sajid Naqwi 23













Don't Know 288 14.4
Total 2000 100
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What can the Government do to deal with suicide bombers and other terrorists?  The 
first most important and the second most important.
Response (1  Priority)st
 
Frequency Percent  
Use the Pak army to curb them  287  14.35
Negotiate with the terrorists  723  36.15
Dialogue with local political / tribal authorities  458  22.9
Empower moderate Islamic voices  107  5.35
Enforce ban on terrorist organisations  101  5.05
Provide employment  250  12.5
Stop following the instructions of the West  72  3.6
Ask for more help from the West 2 0.1
Total 2000 100
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Negotiate with the terrorists  
Dialogue with local political /tribal authorities   
Empower moderate Islamic voices
  




Stop following the instructions of the West
  Ask for more help from the West



















Response (2  Priority)st Frequency Percent 
Use the army to defeat them  135  6.75
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Extremism: Who/what is to blame for the high rates of suicide bombing in Pakistan? 
(Multiple Responses)


























The Pak Army 261 13.05
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Where do the bombers come from?
Suicide bombers come from  Frequency  Percent  
Afghanistan 319  15.95
India 147  7.35
FATA 103  5.15
West 79  3.95
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Which religious authority do you trust the most?
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Response  Frequency  Percent
Imam Kaba Sudes ur Rehman  1507  75.35
Dr. Zakir Naik  202  10.1
Muhatir Mohammad  50  2.5
Imam Khamnai  28  1.4












Which religious authority outside of Pakistan do you trust the most?
1.0
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Religion and Politics





Provide a moral code that everyone should follow  491  24.55
Religion should play no role  32  1.6
Provide a basic moral framework  429  21.45
Provide detailed rules and laws  710  35.5
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Don't Know 54 2.7
Total 2000 100
Response  Frequency  Percent
Democracy  617  30.85
Independence of Judiciary  472  23.6
Violence by security forces  267  13.35
In your opinion what is the most important Human Rights Issue in Pakistan today?  
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Do you think that a person has the right to kill a relative to protect the honour of their 
family?
Response  Frequency Percent
Yes  
No  
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What do you think about forced marriage? Is it…….
Forced Marriage part of our culture  Frequency Percent 
Yes  306  15.3
No  1541  77.05
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What do you think about Afghanistan's Taliban? Are they:
Opinion about Afghan Taliban  Frequency  Percent
Islamic heroes fighting Western Occupation  1120  56
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Will the Taliban return to power in Afghanistan?
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Should be in charge of security in the FATA Frequency Percent 
Local tribes  648 32.4
The Pakistan Army  597 29.85
Local police / Khassadar Force 496 24.8
The Frontier Corps  231 11.55
The Frontier Constabulary  23 1.15
Don't Know  3 0.15
None 2 0.1
Total 2000 100
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Most effective











Local police / Khasadar force 447  22.35
The Frontier Corps  159  7.95
The Frontier Constabulary  15  0.75
Don't Know  11  0.55
Others  2  0.1
None 16 0.8
Total 2000 100
Who are the most effective
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Afghan Refugees
To what extent do you agree or disagree that Afghan refugees living in Pakistan? 
(Separately for each statement) 



































No response 42 2.1
Total 2000 100
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Afghan Refugees Damage Pak Economy Frequency Percent  
Strongly agree 962  48.1
Agree 358  17.9
Neither agree nor disagree  306  15.3
Disagree 141  7.05
Strongly disagree 112  5.6
Don’t know 90  4.5
No response 31  1.55
Total 2000 100
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Afghan Refugees Undermine Pak Security Frequency Percent 
Strongly agree  1003  50.15
Agree  311  15.55
Neither agree nor disagree  284  14.2











No response 32 1.6
Total 2000 100































































































Should Afghan refugees living in Pakistan all return to Afghanistan?
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Opinions on Asian and Western Countries




Would you emigrate from Pakistan?
Yes  
No  
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Which of the following countries should Pakistan aspire to be more like: 











































Don't know 144 7.2
Total 2000 100
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Thinking now about world affairs, do you have a very favourable, somewhat favourable, 
somewhat unfavourable, or very unfavourable opinion of the government of…
Afghanistan  Frequency  Percent  
Very Favourable  229  11.45
Somewhat Favourable  634  31.7
Somewhat Unfavourable  387  19.35
Very Unfavourable  407  20.35
Don’t Know  95  4.75
No Response 248 12.4
Total 2000 100



































































































No Response 228 11.4
Total 2000 100
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Iran  Frequency  Percent  
Very Favourable  676  33.8
Somewhat Favourable  670  33.5
Somewhat Unfavourable  283  14.15
Very Unfavourable  80  4
Don’t Know  91  4.55
No Response  200  10
Total  2000  100
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No Response 124 6.2
Total 2000 100














































































SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008
81
Saudi Arabia  Frequency  Percent  
Very Favourable  1484  74.2
Somewhat Favourable  273  13.65
Somewhat Unfavourable  59  2.95
Very Unfavourable  21  1.05
Don’t Know  52  2.6
No Response  111  5.55
Total 2000 100












































































































No Response 164 8.2
Total 2000 100
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Percent  
Very Favourable  
Somewhat Favourable  
Somewhat Unfavourable  
Very Unfavourable  
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Opinion about the United Kingdom 
Do you think that the UK: (Separately for each statement)
































































Don't know  
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Which of the following best describes the UK's relationship with Pakistan? 
Pak-UK Relations  Frequency  Percent 
Unequal  232 11.6
Partners for peace and progress  217 10.85
Close allies in the ‘war against terror’  606 30.3
A left over from colonial days  148 7.4
Others 797 39.85
Total 2000 100
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Which of the following best describes the UK's involvement in Afghanistan?  
Best Describes UK’s involvement in Afghanistan
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Is your opinion of the UK generally getting more favourable, less favourable or 
staying the same?
Your Opinion about UK  Frequency Percent 
More favourable  97  4.85
Less favourable  1110  55.5
Staying the same  247  12.35
Don't know  516  25.8
No response  30  1.5
Total 2000 100
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What is your opinion on the UK’s role in Iraq? 
Response  Frequency Percent 
More favourable  46  2.3
Less favourable  192  9.60
  Not favourable  1558
 
77.9
No opinion  110
 
5.5
No response 94 4.7
Total 2000 100
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PercentFrequencyResponse    
More favourable  28  1.4
Less favourable  114  5.7
Not favourable  1667  83.35
No opinion  97  4.85
No response 94 4.7
Total 2000 100
SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008
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PercentFrequency




  Not favourable
  No opinion
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Response  Frequency Percent 
More favourable  44  2.2
Less  favourable  273  13.65
Not favourable  1470  73.5
No opinion  111  5.55
No response  102  5.1
Total 2000 100
SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008

























































SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008
109
Response  Frequency Percent 
More favourable  30  1.5
Less favourable  192  9.6
Not favourable  1562  78.1
No opinion  107  5.35
No response 109 5.45
Total 2000 100
SURVEY FINDINGS - 2008
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Support Honour Killing   
Support for extending the Political Parties Act into the FATA 
Illiteracy is the major factor leading to extremism  
Security in the FATA is best achieved through local tribes
Afghan Refugees undermine Pakistani security 
FATA should be fully integrated into NWFP  
FATA should become a separate province of Pakistan  
Main changes form 2007-2008
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67.24% 24.72% - 42.49% 
49.9% 63.2% +13.3% 
44.8% 21.2% - 23.6% 
61.2% 32.4% - 28.8% 
38.9% 50.15% +11.25% 
20.76% 34.00% +14.24% 
34.29% 19.8% -14.49% 
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www.camp.org.pk 




Community Appraisal & Motivation Programme (CAMP), is a registered 
national non-profit organization, which aims to promote the culture of 
peace, sustainable development and endeavours for human rights and 
social change. It has thoroughly experienced and mastered research 
oriented multi-sectoral social development programmes, for the 
marginalised and conflict-ridden communities of FATA & NWFP.
